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By Yaac Bickerfaf Ely 





Qui didicit Patrie quid debeat, to quid Amicis, 
Quo fit amore Parens, quo Frater amandus, ( Hofpes 
| ---Seribere Perfonee {eit Comvenientia cuig, Hor. 





From Saturday July 1. to Tuefday July 4. 1710. 


Will's Coffee-houfe, Fuly 3. 


HAVE of late received many Epiftles, 
wherein the Writers treat me as a mercena- 
ry Perfon, for fome late Hints concerning 
Matters which they think I fhould not 
have touched upon but for fordid Con- 
{derations. It is apparent that my Motive could 
pot be of that Kind; for when a Man declares 
imfelf openly on one Side, that Party will 


tke no more Notice of him, becaufe he is fure; h 


agd-the Set of Men whom he declares againtft,” for 

‘fame Reafon are violent againft him. Thus it 
ig Folly in a Plain-Dealer to expect that either his 
Rend. will reward him, or his Enemies forgive 
him. For which Reafon I thought it was the 
fhorteft Way to Impartiality to put my felf be- 
yond further Hopes or Fears, by declaring my felf, 
ata- Time when the Difpute is not about Perfons 
and Parties, but Things and Caufes. To relieve 
my felf from the Vexation which naturally attends 
fuch Réflections, I came hither this Evening to 
give my Thoughts quite a new Turn, and converfe 
with Men of Pleafure and Wit, rather than thofe 
of Bufinefs and Intrigue. 1 had hardly entered the 

oom when I was accofted by. Mr. Thomas Dogger, 
who defired my Favour in Relation to the Play 
which was to be acted for his Benefit’ on Thurfday. 
He pleafed_me in faying it was The Old Batcheler, 
in which Comedy there is a neceflary Circumftanee 
obferved by the Author, which moft other Poets 
fither overlook, or do not underftand ; that is 
tofay, the Diftinétion of Charaéters. It is ve- 
ey with Writers to indulge a certain 

adelty of believing all Men as witty as them- 
ftlves, and making all the Perfons of the Play {peak 
the Sentiments of the Author, without any Man- 
pet. of Refpect to the Age, Fortune, or Quality 
of him that 1son the Stage. Ladies talle like Rakes, 
ahd ‘Footmen make’ Similes. But this Writer 

ows Men,’ which makes his Plays reafonable 

tertainments, while the Scenes. of moft others 
ae-like the Tunes between the Acts. — are 
fps agreeable Sounds, but they have no Idea’s 
dto them. Dogget thanked me for my Vifit to 
'in the Winter ; and after his comick Manner; 
fpoke his Requeft with fo arch a Leer, that I pro- 


mifed the Drole I would fpeak to all my Acquain- 
tance to be at his Play. 

Whatever the World may think of the Actors, 
whether it be that their Parts have an Effect on their 
Lives, or whatever it is, you fee a wonderful Bene- 
volence among them towards the Interefts and Ne- 
ceffities of each other. Dogger therefore would not 
let me go, without delivering me a Letter from 
poor old Downes the Prompter, wherein that Re- 
tainer to the Theatre defires my Advice and Affi- 
ftance in a Matter of Concern to him. I have fent 
him iny private Opinion for his Condué ; but the 
Stage and the State-A ffairs being fo much canvafled 
a and Factions, I fhall for fome Time here- 
after take Leave of Subjects which relate to either of 
them, and employ my Cares in the Confideration 
of Matters which regard that Part of Mankind 
who live without. interefting themfelves with the 
Troubles or Pleafures of either. However, for a 
meer Notion of the pretent Pofture of the Stage, I 
fhall give you the Letter at large, as follows : 


, Honired Sir, Faly 1. 1710. 
e Finding by divers of your late Papers, that you 
« ~ area Friend to the Profeffion of which I was 
many Years-an unworthy Member, I the rather 
¢ make bold to crave your Advice touching a Pro- 
¢ pofal that has been lately made me, of coming a- 
¢ again into Bufinefs, and the Sub-Adminiftration 
© of Stage-Affairs. I have from my Youth been 
© bred up behind the Curtain, and been a Prompter 
‘ from the Time of the Rettoration. I have teen 
‘ —_ Changes, as well of Scenes as of A@ors, 
¢ and have known Men within my Remembrance 
* arrive to the higheft Dignities of the Theatre, who 
* made theig Entrance in the Quality of Mutes, 
€ Joint-Stools, Flower-Pots; and Tapeftry-Hang- 
‘ings: It cannot be unknown to the Nobility and 
* Gentry, that a Gentleman of the Inns of Court, 
© and a deep Intriguer, had fome Time fince worked 
* himfelf into the fole Management and Direétion 
© of the Theatre. Nor is it lets notorious, that his 
* reftlefs. Ambition and iubtle Machinations did 
* manifeftly tend to the Extirpation of the good old 
© Britifb A&ors, and the Introduction of Foreign 
© Pretender’, tuch as Harlequins, Hrenci Dancers, 
© and Row.2% Singers ; which, tho’ they impove- 
| ' * nihed 
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¢ yithed the Proprietors, and impofed on the Au- 
¢ flicifce, were for. fome Time tolerated,by Reaion of 
* his dexterous Infinuations, which prevailed upona 
© few deluded Women, efpecially the Vizard-Masks, 
* to believe that the Stage was in Danger. But. his 
‘ Schemes were foon expofed, and the Great.Ones 
that fupporfed him withdrawing theic Favoug, he 
made his Evir, and remained for a Seafon in Ob- 
icurity. During this Retreat, the Machiavilian 
was not idle, but fecretly fomented Divifions, 
and wrought over to his Side fome of the in- 
ferior Actors, referving a Trap-Door to himfelf, 
to which only he had a Key. This Entrance fe- 
cured, this cunning Perfon, to compleat his Com- 
pany, bethought himfelf of calling in the mott 
eminent Strollers from all Parts of the Kingdom, 
I have feen them all ranged together behind the. 
Scenes; but they are many of them Perfons. that 
never trod the Stage before, and fo very awkward 
and ungainly, that it is impoffible to believe the 
Audience will bear them. He was looking over 
his Catalogue of Plays, and indeed picked upa 
good tolerable Set of grave Faces for Counfellors, 
to appear in the famous Scene of Venice Preferved, 
when the Danger is over; but they being but 
meer Outfides, and the Actors having a great 
Mind to play The Tempe, there is not a Man of 
them when he is to perform any Thing above 
Dumb Show is capable of acting with a good 
Grace, fo much as the Part of Trincalo, However, 
the Mafter perfifts in his Defign, and is fitting up 
the ofd Storm ; but I am afraid he will not be 
able to procure able Sailors, or experienced Offi- 
cers, for Love or Money. 

‘ Befides all this, when he comes to caft the 
Parts, there is fo great a Confufion among{t them 
for want of proper Actors, that for my Part Lam 
wholly difcouraged. The Play with which they 
defign to open is, The Duke and no Duke; and 
they are fo put to it, that the Mafter himfelf is to 
aé&t the Conjurer; and they have no one for the 
General but honelt George Powell, 

“Now, Sir, they being fo much at a Lofs 
for the Dramatis Perfona, viz, the Perfons to 
énaét, and the whole Frame of the Houfe be- 
ing defigned to be altered, I defire your Opi- 
nion, Whether you think it advifable for me to 
undertake to prompt em? For tho’ I can clath 
Swords when they reprefent a Battle, and have 
et Lungs enough left te huzza their Victories, I 
quettion if 1 fhould prompt ‘em right, whether 
they would act accordingly. Iam 


Your Honour’ s mojt humble Servant, 


J. Downes. 


‘ P.S. Sit, fince I writ this, I am credibly infor- 
* med, that they defign a new Houfe in Lincolns- 
© Inn-Fields, heat the Popifh Chapel, to be ready by 
© Michaelmas next, which indeed is but repairing 
* anold one that has already failed.. You know the 
© honeft Man who kept the Office is gone already. 
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Adver tifements. 


* * On Monday next will be delivered to 
Subfcribers, by Charles Lillie, Perfumer, at the Corner 
of Beaufoid-Buildings in the Strand, and J. Morphew 
near Stationers-hall, ‘The Firft Volume of the Lucubra, 
tions of Ifaac Bickerftaff Efq; in O&avo, ona fine Royal 
and Medium Papers. Revifed and corre&ted by the Au- 
thor, 

And the fame Day they will be publifh’d in 12mo, 
being firted for the Pocket, and printed on a neat Elzc- 
vir Letter, and good Paper. 

Nere, Thole already publithed are the fpurious and 
incorreét Edition, feveral’ Times advertifed againft ia 
this Paper ; and all Buyers fhall be informed how to 
diftinguifh the Ger.u'n from the Counterfeit Copy. 


es (being the Goode of Perfons that failed r 
ware 0 be difpofed of at the PP me Ae fe Still, are now n: be ~ 
. a py ge la up ow oy 4, a, over. again thy 

lorfe et Charing-Crofs ; with a frejh Parcel atu 
the Price being er on each Gown. salt tcte i 


IR, Sale by the Candle, on Thurfday next the 6th 
-daltapr, at Lloyd’s Coffee-houfe in Lombard-ftreet, at 6 in 
the'Atcernoon, (only’one Cask in a Lot) 20 Pipes of new excellent 
White (and 6 Pipes of new Red deep and bright) Lisbon Wines 
neat, an entire Parcel juft landed ; now ina Cellar on Wi in’s 
Key, between Billing _ and the Cuftom-houfe ; 14 Pipés of 
new Canary, neat, and lately landed, in a Warehoute front; 
the Thames, on Galley-Key, between the Cultom-houfe ap 
Tower-Dock ; 7 Puncheons of very good Bourdeaux Fr, Brandy, 
neat, an entire Parcel, lately imported from Guernfey, lying under 
a Barber’s Shop in Ealtcheap near the Qu.’s Weigh-houfe ; 40 half 
Chefts of new Red Florence Wine, lately landed out of the Grey. 
hound, now in a Cellar near the [p{wich Arms Inn in Cullum 
ftreet by Fenchurch-ftreet: 9 whole Chefts of new Red Fi 
Wine, in a Cejlar under Mr. Hatfell’s in Se. Clement’s-lane, be- 
tweea Lombard-itreer and Cannon-ftreet. All the aforefaid 
Wine$ and Brandy are to be tafted this Day and to Morrow 
trom 7 to 1, and from 2 to 7, and all Thorfday till che Hour of 
Sale. To be fold by T. Tomkins, Broker, in Crutched-Fryars, 
OR Sake by the Candle, on Friday next the 7th 
‘Infant, at Lloyd's Coffee-houle in Lorbard-ftrect, at 6 in 
the Atternoon, abour go Cask, viz. Pipes, Hogfheads, and Quar. 
ter Cask, (only one Cask in a Lot) of new excellent Maderag 
Wine, of the trae Flavour, neat, an entire Cargo, juft landed; 
now in Cellars at Gox-Key, between London-Bridge and Bil. 
lingfgate, and may be cafted to Morrow and Thurfday from 7 
to 1, and trom 2 to 7, and all Friday till che Hour of Sale, Te 
be fold -by Tho, Tomkins, Broker, in Crutched-Fryars. 
*«° This Day is publit’d, The compleat Sheriff; 
wherein is fet torth his Office and Authority, with Dire€tions 
how and in what Manuer to execute the fame, and the Refolu. 
tion of the Judges in feyeral late Cafes relating thereunto. The 
2d Edition, with large Additions. In 8vo. Legal Provifions for 
the Poor; or, A Treatife of the Common and Statute Laws 
concerning the Poor, either as to Relief, Settlement, or Punifh- 
ment. In izmo. Tenants Law, or the Law of Landlords, Te. 
nants, and Farmers. [In 12mo. The sth Edition, with large Ad. 
ditions. The new Retorna Brevium ; wherein is contained the 
wane peer pn as =" in the Coure of Chancery, Queen’ 
snch and Exchequer, In 8vo. All printed for J. Wa ‘i 
the Temple Cloyiters, nips iia aes 
#"« [his Day is publift’d, The Ogling Poft, or News 
ior the Bacchelors ; with a Map of Cupia’s Dominions, And 
next Saturday will be pudlifhed, The Proverbial Polt, or a Poe- 
tical efcant upon Englith Proverbs; a Work never attempted 
betorein Verfe. To be continued Weckly, by a Society of Poets, 
Theie Two Potts are Two ot thofe 3000 that are publithed every 
Tuclday and Saturday, to turnifh out Dunton’s Oracle, till ’tis 
made an unive: fal Entertainmeor.. To each Poult is added, The - 
Cafuittical Pult, or Athenian Mercury, rfulving all nice and 
curboys Queitions, Price id. And will be continued art that 
Price at the Requeft of feveral Querifts that fend them by thei 
General Polt. Sald by J. Mo. phew near Stationeis-Hall; Where. 


MOrning-Somw for Men and Womery of Silky & 


‘ 


_ the Firft Velumé, with a general Title, Pieface, and Index, may. 


be had in few Days 


Jott pabsiavd, A Compleat Treatife of the Stone and 
savel ; comprifing its own Origin,Symptoms, belt Way of Eafin 
twuc Method of Cutting, and eens vemnabobie Hiftcries of = 
ring many crueily afflicted Pa:ients ; with an ample Difcourf, 
on Lithontriptick, or Stune-breaking Medicines, The whole il- 
luttrated with near 30 proper Figuics of the Operation and De- 
{criptions on Copper Fiates, of many uncommon Stones taken 
trom Perfons, cur by the Author and others ; abfolutely necefla 
to be read by Perfons labouring under that dangerous and dread 
ful Difeafe, or the Sufpicion thercof. By John Greenfield, M. D.- 
ot che College of Phyficians, London. Printed for R. Smith un- 
der the Royal-Exchange, and B. Lintote at the Crofs-Keys be- 
tween the Two Temple-Gates, Flectitreet. ‘ Price 5s. mePe 
His is to give Novice, That the Sale of Goods by 
Way of Tickets, at2s. per Ticker, that was Mr.La- 
reeves, Jeweller, at the ‘Two Black Pofts in Churcb-ftreet 
St. Ann, Saho, will be drawn on Thuifday the 2oth Inftant, at 
the Two Golden Balls, a Dancing-School, the upper End of Bows, 
ret, Covent-Garden, there being but few Tickets to be del 
vered. 
THE niceft Spanith Blacking for Gentlemen’s Shots 
ever inverted or ufed, making ‘hem look like new, neither 
daubing the Hands or Stockings, nor having the noifom Stink 
of Size. All that uft ic admire ir. Sold only ar Mr. Hannam’s, 
a Toy-fhop, at the Thive Angels near Fotter-Lane in Ciseaplide, 
ac s. 16d. a Por, 
@ An Incomparable Beautifying Cream for the Face, 
Neck and Hands, takes away all rreckies, Spots, Pimples, 
Wrinkles, Roughnefs, Scurf, Morphew, Yeliownels, Sun-buroing, 
renders the Skin admirably Clear, fair and Beauriul, has an 
excelient pretty Scent; is very fafe and harmlefs, and. vaftly. 
tranfcends ali other. Things; tor ic truly nourifhes the Skin, ma- 
king it iatkantly look Plump, Frefh, Smooth, and delicacely 
Fai, though betore Wrinkled and‘ Difcolou’d. sold only at 
Mr. Lawrence's Toyfhop at the Griffin the Corner ot the Poul 
try near Cheapfide, ac2s.6d a Gally-pot, with Direction. 
Beware of Counterfcirs uiader ocher Name:. ‘ 
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Sold bf Fob Morphew near Stationers-Flall ; where Advertifements arc taken in. 
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